Business UPDATE
For more than 55 years, we have been “Minding Your Business” to help grow YOUR customer base in
Collegeville, Trappe, Schwenksville, Limerick, Lower Frederick, Lower Providence, Perkiomen, Oaks, Skippack and Upper Providence.
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OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

Board Members
Cathy McKeever
Brian Dubas
Mike Kelly
David Binder
Laura Schlegel
Jessica Lester
Bob Clark
Phil White
Christine Schmidt
Legal Council

Chairman of the Board David Akers
LMS Solutions, Inc.
Past Chairman

Patrick J. Kelly
Kelly Insurance Agency

Chairman-Elect

Cheryl Kreider
Kreider Health Solutions, LLC

Vice Chairman

Kip Bilo
Kriebel Security/CzarStar

Secretary

Carla Rinde
Ursinus College

Treasurer

Matthew Baker
Maillie, LLP

Office Staff
Renee Blomstrom
Emily Schaeffer
Lori Kropp

Executive Director
Operations Manager
Event Assistant

PVCC Consultants
Business Equipment
IT Support

Christine Schmidt is the FSC
Manager for Univest Bank &
Trust Co.’s Collegeville Office
which opened in September of
2015. Through her five years
of service, Christine has
proudly presented Univest’s
wide variety of products and
services in banking,
investments, insurance, and
more while carrying out
Univest’s vision to be the best
integrated financial services
provider in our market. Her
personal mission is to use her
industry expertise to help local
businesses thrive and for her
personal customers to have
peace of mind with their
banking and financial needs. Christine has a B.S. in Biblical
Studies and a B.S. in Business Administration from Cairn
University where she also played women’s soccer. She
resides in Perkasie, Pa with her fiancé, Eric, but is actively
seeking to find a home in the Perkiomen Valley District.
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Bond, Pezzano & Etze, PC
Pine Run Construction
Phoenixville Hospital
Pfizer
Print Copy Design Solutions
Perkiomen Valley School District
Interface Financial Group
Signarama
UNIVEST
Thomas Keenan, Esq

XPO Business Equipment
Computer Troubleshooters

Phil White opened Signarama in
Royersford in 2004 and
relocated the business to its
current location on Ridge Pike in
Limerick in 2014. Signarama is
a full service sign shop with
employees trained in all aspects
of the sign industries. Phil is
President of the company and
personally gets involved with all
client projects.
In addition to running a
successful business, Phil holds
the position of President of the
Rotary Club of the Spring-Ford
Area. He has served on the
boards of the Spring-Ford
Chamber of Commerce and the
YMCA Golf Outing. Phil has been
on the PV Chamber Golf Outing Committee for eleven years
and is very active in our events.
Phil and his wife Mary have resided in Collegeville for 16
years with their three children, Kevin, Michael, and Megan.
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With what was perhaps the best weather the area had seen in weeks thousands turned out for PV Chamber Night
at the Reading Fightin Phils on August 3rd! While the Phils faced off against the Bowie Baysox, Chris Soules from
The Bachelor had a meet and greet with fans! Many thanks to our generous sponsors who each received 400
tickets to hand out to their employees, customers, friends and colleagues. In all, close to 10,000 tickets were
spread throughout the region!

Keenan Ciccitto
& Associates
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Nominate Today
The 3rd Annual PV Stars Gala will honor outstanding businesses and community
stewards for their commitment to enhancing the Perkiomen Valley Region. This event
brings together leaders from Montgomery, North East Chester and Southern Berks
Counties for an evening of celebration and acknowledgement. Nominate your favorite
Business, Individual or Non-Profit today! Winners will be recognized in the below
categories on February 16, 2017 at RiverCrest Golf Club & Preserve.

Categories to be awarded:
Small Business of the Year
Medium Business of the Year
Large Business of the Year
Business Star of the Year
Emerging Business of the Year
Non-Profit of the Year
Chamber Member of the Year
Humanitarian of the Year
Distinguished Service Person of the Year

Nomination form can be found at:
www.PVChamber.net
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Welcome New Members
Art, Culture & Entertainment
Berman Museum of Art
Charles Stainback
Ursinus College, 601 East Main Street
Collegeville, PA 19426
610-409-3406
cstainback@ursinus.edu
www.ursinus.edu/berman

SCORE TriCounty
Jerry Stevick
244 High Street, Suite 102
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-327-2673
tricounty@scorevolunteer.org
www.pottstown.score.org

Photography
Scillia Photography
Maggie Scillia
846 Locust Street, Collegeville PA 19426
610-608-6095
Maggie@scilliaphotography.com
www.scilliaphotography.com

Assisted Living Communities Advisor
Oasis Senior Advisors
Dr. Steve Fleisher
1794 Morgan Lane, Collegeville PA 19426
610-310-0565
DrSteveF@YourOasisAdvisor.com
www.MontgomeryBucks.OasisSeniorAdvisors.com

Telecommunications
Comcast Business
Michael Prutzman
1 Apollo Road , Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
215-452-2701
michael_prutzman@cable.comcast.com
www.business.comcast.com

Healthcare
Collegeville Internal Medicine
Jennifer Ulrich
305 2nd Avenue, Collegeville PA 19426
610-757-8666
Jennifer_Ulrich@chs.net

Verizon Wireless
Shrey Parikh
3815 Ridge Pike, Suite 4, Collegeville PA 19426
610-454-7388
shrey@ptsrusa.com

Home Services & Repair

Transportation Services

Tint-Pro
Brianna Swartley
400 W. Main Street, Collegeville PA 19426
610-409-8000/ 610-489-8851
bmswartley@tint-pro.com
www.tint-pro.com

Kevin Smith Transportation Group
Kevin Smith
130 W. Main St, Suite 144 #130, Trappe PA
19426
610-222-6225
tbutler@kevinsmithgroup.com
www.kevinsmithgroup.com

Hotels
Residence Inn by Marriott
Lynn Hopkins
500 Campus Drive, Collegeville, PA 19426
302-824-6361
lhopkins@ssnhotels.com
www.marriott.com

Lazer Limousine
Gretchen Bailey
3143 W. Ridge Pike, Pottstown, PA 19464
610-495-0594
ride@lazerlimo.com
www.lazerlimo.com

Investment Services
Kita, Gorman & Associates
Terence Kita
400 Cresson Blvd, Suite 106, Oaks PA 19456
484-392-7095 / F: 484-831-5661
Terence.n.kita@ampf.com
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/terence.n.kita

Non-Profit Organization
Pillars of Light & Love
Kathy Opperman
511 W. Main Street, Trappe, PA 19426
484-854-1162
staff@pillarsoflightandlove.org
www.pillarsoflightandlove.org

Forward this newsletter to
employees and prospective members!
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It's fast! It's fun! It’s some intense networking!
In September the Perkiomen Valley Chamber of Commerce teamed up
with the Phoenixville Regional Chamber of Commerce to host a speed
networking event. Over thirty attendees enjoyed the quick and
entertaining opportunity to introduce themselves and pitch their
company to other people in business. Phoenix Village Apartments
hosted our event with delicious food and drink in a beautifully spacious
room overlooking their grand outdoor space.

Imagine having your whole life within walking distance. That’s the lifestyle you’ll find at
Phoenix Village, a brand-new community of modern apartments in Phoenixville, PA. Start your
weekend with a jog by the river and a stroll to the local coffee shop, then walk home to an
apartment that perfectly complements your life. The Phoenix Village community is fun-loving
and vibrant, with an unbeatable location, luxury amenities and spacious, modern interiors.
Situated in the heart of Phoenixville, our apartments near King of Prussia and Valley Forge, PA
offer easy access to renowned restaurants, award-winning breweries, art galleries, eclectic
boutiques and everything else you could possibly need. When you’re not lounging by the resort
-style swimming pool, that is! So come home to these apartments for rent in Phoenixville, PA
and live a step above the best. 131 Bridge Street, Phoenixville. Leasing Hours: M-F 10 am to
6pm, Saturday 10am to 5pm and Sunday 11am to 4pm.
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Just in time for back to school our September
Chamber Mixer brought us to Rock & Roll After
School. Members had tours of this cool school,
participated in a basketball shootout and got to
enjoy live music!
Rock & Roll After School brings an innovative
approach to teaching music where kids can learn
guitar, bass, drums, piano, vocals and more in a
fun and social setting. Unlike traditional music
schools or in-home lessons, Rock & Roll After
School is a unique and safe place where kids are
inspired to create their own songs, make new
friends and build confidence.
Complete with a basketball court, pool and air
hockey tables, Rock & Roll gets kids off the couch,
and their devices and up and socializing with like
minded kids who love what they do!
With private or group lessons, preschool classes
and camps this school certainly has something for
everyone. The school is conveniently located at
the Marketplace at Collegeville, 305 2nd Avenue
Suite 212.
School Year hours run September 1—June 15th.
Monday thru Friday 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday’s 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
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AMBLER SAVINGS BANK Donates to The
Center for Autism. Roger Zacharia, President
and Chief Executive Officer of Ambler
Savings Bank, recently presented The
Center for Autism with a check for $50,000,
which the organization will use to fund
evaluation services, treatment programs, and to acquire
CRUISE AND FLY
specialized therapeutic equipment. The donation is part of
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL
a multi-year partnership between the two organizations.
has been in business for
The Center for Autism, headquartered in Philadelphia, is
over 3 years. Corey
the oldest non-profit autism treatment center in the
Bowlin, the owner of the
country. As a leading provider in the region, the Center
travel agency, has lived in many
offers evaluation and treatment to over 1,500 children and
tropical locations around the world.
families each year.“The work the Center does with children
Four years were spent living on the
on the autism spectrum in our community is invaluable,”
island of Maui and another thirteen
said Mr. Zacharia. “We are very excited to begin this
years living in the Caribbean. Last
partnership with The Center for Autism.” “This generous
month I spent time in Costa Rica with
the Costa Rican Tourism Board. What a donation from Ambler Savings Bank will have a lasting
beautiful destination with great people. impact on the Center for Autism’s success,” said David M.
Maola, Esq., CEO of the Center for Autism. “Our
Here are just a few examples of some of the destinations
partnership will bolster the Center’s ability to provide
clients have traveled to over the past six months: Australia,
better outcomes for the lives of many children and families
New Zealand, Mexico,Belize, Dominican Republic, Turks &
affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder. Ambler Savings
Caicos, Ireland, England, Alaska and Caribbean cruises to
Bank is headquartered in Ambler, PA, and has locations in
name a few. You may ask yourself, why book a dream
Limerick, Schwenksville and Fairview Village. The Center
vacation through Cruise and Fly Worldwide Travel rather than
for Autism has two locations on Ford Road and Grant Avejust going online to book a vacation yourself? Here is some
nue in Philadelphia. Pictured: (from left) Hale T. Peffall, Jr.,
feedback from my highly satisfied and returning clients:
Center for Autism Chief Development Officer; Roger
 It saves you a lot of time that you can never get back.
Zacharia, Ambler Savings Bank President and CEO; David
 Safety, giving you the most up to date information and
Maola, Center for Autism CEO; Frank Wellock, Center for
guidance wherever you are traveling
Autism CFO.
 The majority of time you are saving money because travel
agents can obtain wholesale rates that isn't offered to the
general public
 Upgrades, amenities and perks
 Expertise in knowing the destination, having traveled to
the destination and working with companies that only sell
that particular area of the world
 Peace of mind, when my clients travel; I’m only a text,
email or phone call away in case anything unforeseen
comes up. I make it a priority to solve any unexpected
problems that may arise while abroad. Travelers who book
trips on their own can't get that type of individualized
concierge type service.
If you are thinking of traveling in the future or know of
anybody that is, feel free contact me via phone or email.
267-933-7006 corey@cruiseflygotravel.com

About Our
MEMBERS

HEFTY HOUNDS, a specialty clothing provider
for big dogs, announced the launch of their new
and improved website. The new website provides
easier access to information regarding products
offered by Hefty Hounds, the ability to purchase
these items, and is mobile and tablet friendly.
Hefty Hounds specializes in apparel for large dog
breeds, 30lbs and greater. They carry vests, raincoats, safety
jackets, and more to ensure pets can stay warm and dry when
accompanying their owner on outdoor adventures. Their mission
is to support organizations doing work they care about, and a
portion of all proceeds are donated to dog shelters and rescue
organizations. Yolonda Taylor, owner of Hefty Hounds, is very
pleased with the new website. “My old website was very limited
in the ability to display and purchase the clothing for big dogs
that I offer, and limited our reach. My new website has everything necessary to attract customers in a clean, and easy-tonavigate format.” The new website for Hefty Hounds can be
found at www.heftyhounds.com
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Email: info@ctcollegeville.com or web
www.ctcollegeville.com
Jim Carmody (610) 409-9800
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About Our
MEMBERS
How to Know When to Hire a Professional
Writer. Does your website need a refresh?
Are your procedural documents an
unorganized mess? Do your customer
communications deliver the right message? A
yes to any of these questions means it’s time to consider hiring
a professional writer/editor.
A professional writer/editor can give your business an edge
over the competition and promote you and your business in the
best possible light. We enhance your existing writing to improve
style and remove errors by checking grammar and punctuation,
word usage, and document flow. With fresh eyes, we spare you
the trouble and frustration of having to review and revise your
written creation for the umpteenth time. We find just the right
words to communicate your ideas as effectively as possible. We
save you time by producing a quality work product in a timely
manner so you can go on about the rest of your business.
When hiring a professional, experience matters—more than a
degree in communications and more than your sister-in-law-the
-English-teacher. Experience ensures value, as samples and
client testimonials support the professional’s work quality.
Experience ensures technical expertise, from knowledge of
which industry style guide to use to proper and consistent
formatting of documents. Experience ensures thoroughness so
the finished product is well organized, concise, free of errors,
and easy on the eye.
STEPHANIE J. BEAVERS COMMUNICATIONS is available to
help with all your writing and editing needs. We establish a
thoughtful, comfortable relationship with every client to
understand your style and preferences, and provide a service
that aligns with your exact needs. And coming soon, Stephanie
J. Beavers Communications will be offering training on
proofreading and business writing. To learn more, contact us
directly. Email: Stephanie@StephanieJBeavers.com. Phone:
610-247-9494. Web: www.StephanieJBeavers.com.

Scillia Photography
Portraits – The Beauty Inside
Scillia Photography is based in Collegeville serving
Montgomery, Bucks and Chester Counties and
Philadelphia. We specialize in portraits for the High
School Senior, Families and solo sessions for Children.
Photography for us is creating visual art from the images
capturing milestones in life. No matter what age, a
knowledgeable professional photographer can capture
the “Beauty Inside”. You’re going to cherish and love
those prints on the wall reflecting that moment of time in
your life that hard drives simply cannot replace.
Our style is a combination of traditional, candid
storytelling and documentary. From experience, special
moments present itself in each photo session for
spontaneous images that will capture your heart.
Whether you choose wall art, archival albums or prints,
someday you will look back and treasure these pieces.
Selfies, cell phone pictures, digital files on a hard drive
and the like cannot compete against an “On Purpose”
curated professional photography collection.
Our services include in home consultations prior to the
photo session to tailor the session for an end result. We
do not JUST frame photos - We design Art for your wall
from the images, exploring many different mediums
from high end “Painters Portraits”, archival albums, wall
collages to single framed portraits. We offer custom
framing options to match your home’s style. We are a
full service photographer.
Contact us and find out what sets us apart. For the High
School Senior at that pivotal moment in their lives, for
your family to capture a spontaneous memory or special
images of your children which they can see every day
and know how loved they are. In this day and age when
everything is so temporary you really need some forever
gifts to yourself.

RE/MAX Achievers, Inc. broker/owner
John E. Ohler & the Achievers real estate
team hosted an annual awards
PMA MEDICAL SPECIALISTS is pleased to
ceremony. Sales Associates were recogwelcome Ramprasad Gadi, MD to the growing
nized for their service hours & sacrifices.
multi-specialty medical group. Specializing in
The Realtors & sales team deliver quality service which
non-invasive cardiology, Dr. Gadi utilizes
allows them the opportunity to reach their achievements
external testing such as echocardiograms,
& continue to offer notable real estate services. ExecuEKGs, stress tests, and other methods to help tive Club Recipients – James Boyd, John Chernesky, Stediagnose and develop treatment plans for individuals suspected fanie Bryan, Tara Giunta, Chris Kelly , Rob Landis, Paula
of having heart disease. “My care plans are predicated on the
Pearce, Nancy Peters, Marcia Singh, Mark Toepel, Kristen
relationships that I form with my patients. I believe in a
Weller, John E. Ohler & Nicole Roman! 100% Club –
collaborative approach between doctor and patient and/or their Melinda Bastable, Peg Chism, Kathy Cicala, Marilyn
caregiver,” Dr. Gadi noted. “I encourage my patients to commit Keenan, Michael Richter , Donna Russell, Marlene Sabella,
to healthy lifestyle changes in addition to the medications or
Billy Jo Salkowski & Rick Sheppard! Platinum Club – Brent
surgery that may be needed. Together we develop strategies to Harris Top Producers - The #1 top producing Realtor was
achieve their optimum health.” Dr. Gadi is board certified by
Brent Harris & 2nd Realtor was Peg Chism! Top Team –
the American Board of Internal Medicine in both Internal
#1 Top producing team was Marilyn Keenan & Joe HenMedicine and Cardiovascular Disease. He also has certifications ning, #2 producing team was Chris Kelly, Rob Landis &
from the American Board of Clinical Lipidology, the American
Kristen Weller, #3 team were Nancy & Don Peters! Hall
Society of Echocardiography, and the American Society of Nuof Fame Award – Reaching over $1 Million in sales comclear Cardiology. Ramprasad Gadi, MD is currently accepting
missions during their RE/MAX career were James Boyd &
new patients at PMA Pottstown located at 13 Armand Hammer
Dave Waldt, Marilyn Keenan and Michael Richter. RE/MAX
Blvd., Pottstown, PA. To schedule an appointment with Dr.
Achievers is eager to assist you with all your real estate
Gadi, please call 610-323-3100.
needs whether buying, selling or investing!
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Perkiomen Valley Chamber
351 East Main Street
Collegeville, PA 19426
610-489-6660
www.PVchamber.net

October 18, 2016
Mixer at Swede Chiropractic
130 W. Main Street Trappe
4:00 to 6:00 PM—FREE FOR MEMBERS!
October 26, 2016
New Member Orientation
PV Chamber Office, 351 E. Main Street, Collegeville
8:30 to 9:30 AM
October 27th, 2016
Business Owner Roundtable - NEW Location!
DaVinci’s Pub 217 E. Main Street Collegeville
11:30 to 1:00 PM
October 27th, 2016
Mixer at Victory Bank
548 N. Lewis Road, Royersford
5:00 to 7:00 PM—FREE FOR MEMBERS!
November 17, 2016
PV Win Arrangement Making Event
Risher Van Horn Florist, 3760 Germantown Pike
4:30 to 6:30 PM
December 14, 2016
Annual Holiday Mixer
Spring Ford Country Club 48 Country Club Rd
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Save the date!
2017 PV Stars Gala
February 16, 2017

Visit www.PVChamber.net
for other great events!
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